
One of the PAW Society’s regular fund-raising events 
was held April 25th, 2026. This was the Spring Bake 
Sale. Interestingly, the weather that day was not all that 
different from that that helped make last year’s Autumn 
Bake Sale a success. Cool temperatures with sunny skies 
bring out a lot of shoppers, and many of them came to 
the Centre Village Mall and stopped at the Bake Sale.

Though the total revenue brought in was less than the 
previous sale, we did not have merchandise on offer this 
time, which contributed in the past, and the necessary 
event insurance took a tenth of the revenue.

Even so, the total profit neared a thousand dollars: 
$940! That’s no small figure.

Monica Baczuk, co-ordinating the sale for the first time, 
stated that the amount of donated baking was generous.

“Even though the mall was quieter than I had expected, 
we managed to sell most of it.”

The community response was, as always, generous.  
There appeared to be a steady passage of shoppers 
throughout the day.
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A Profitable Bake Sale
As always, PAW is grateful to those who volunteered 

in many capacities for the sale, starting with the bakers. 
The donations of baked goods were many, as Monica 
noted, and its variety was great. There really was 
something for everyone.

Audrey Audette, PAW treasurer, stated, “We had a 
great day,” and expressed gratitude to “everyone who 
made the sale run smoothly”.

Indeed, one of the elements that was so impressive 
about the sale was its organization. Most of those 
staffing the tables had worked sales before; experience 
and efficiency made everything look and run easy.

PAW would like to thank all those who made the 
sale possible: the bakers, the volunteers who organized 
and staffed the event, those who interacted with the 
public. As with all our successful fund-raisers, this 
was a collaborative effort. The Society also thanks its 
supporters, those who bought the pastries and breads 
and cookies. PAW is able to do what it does because of 
such people. Thank you!
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PAW still needs volunteers for its Casino Days!
See pages 5 and 6.

It was just in December of 2025 that 
Evie, formerly Valkyrie, was adopted 
by  Erica and Chris (as reported in 
PAWPrints No. 173). She and the resident 
feline, Kimi, became friends, though 
Evie’s relationship with the dog Rijker 

was a work in progress.
But Kimi was not well, and after a distressing series 

of ups and downs, he died, in February. Kimi was Erica 
and Chris’s daughter’s cat, and they left it “100 per cent” 
up to Ember, their daughter, as to whether she wanted 
to bring in another cat sooner or later. It was decided 
to adopt a “new little companion” sooner. And though 
Ember had not wanted a kitten at first, she determined 
eventually to find one.

Enter Talya, soon to become Milly.

The Milly Effect

Continued on next page

ADOPTION

Because of the multi-animal - and multi-species - 
household, the arrangements were complicated. The 
“up-hill battle would be with Evie”, Erica stated, since 
she is “annoyed at anything that wasn’t human.” But 
she had bonded with Kimi, and the latter’s illness, which 
took him back and forth from home to hospital, left Evie 
with stress cystitis. Kimi’s death was hard on her, and 

now she would have to adjust again.
Therefore, since it was thought that Evie would be a 

tough proposition, the first concern would be that Milly 
accept Rijker. He too was hurt by the loss of Kimi, who 
had been his friend. Rijker, Erica said, “was depressed.”

Rijker and Milly

Milly

Milly at rest
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Can you help at the PAW Book Sale?
See page 4.

But when Milly arrived, she and Rijker “got along 
together right away. Milly’s high energy is very good 
for the dog, and the pair chase each other about, though 
neither is aggressive.

So much for Rijker: mission accomplished. What about 
Evie?

The Milly Effect (continued)
claimed the whole house only after Rijker went to bed. 
Now, she comes out at any time, and doesn’t avoid 
Rijker as previously. Evie thinks she should be the boss, 
and when Rijker doesn’t recognize her self-appointed 
position, she becomes angry at him. She still has her 
“safe space”, but there is a real improvement; Erica 
attributes this to Milly.

“There is a ‘big sister aura’ about her,” said Erica.
Though Evie is still given calming supplements, she is 

better than she had been. And the relationship between 
Evie and her dad, Chris, remains rock solid. She yowls 
for him when he is absent, and “can’t get close enough” 
to him.

Milly, on the other hand, is not as cuddly as was Kimi, 
who, Erica admits, “was not typical”.

“Adding the kitten was the right move,” Erica 
commented. Milly is “constantly happy”, with the 
“tiniest meow”. She has “zero fear, [and is] very healthy.”

That health appears to have spread among the pets of 
the household. Call it the Milly Effect.

“Milly has improved things for Evie,” remarked Erica, 
who has explained that Evie had rather lost her place 
among the pets with the changes that had occurred. But 
now, she has gained back her energy. The two cats even 
share episodes of zoomies at night.

There is even companionship of a more sedentary 
nature: almost every day Evie enjoys lying in a hammock. 
After Milly has expended some of her enthusiasm in 
furious activity, she will jump into the hammock, too. 
Evie will grumble about it “for a full minute,” before 
relenting.

And the situation between Evie and Rijker has been 
bettered. As reported in PAWPrints No. 173, Evie usually 

Evie
and Milly
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Set-up and Start Days
Monday May 25 - 2 pm to 6 pm ~ need one person
Tuesday May 26 - 2 pm to 6 pm ~ need one person
Sale Days: continue to sort and re-arrange books
Wednesday May 27 - 10 am to 2 pm ~ need one person
Wednesday May 27 - 2 pm - 6 pm ~ need two people (high 
need)
Thursday May 28 - 2 pm to 6 pm ~ need one person
Friday May 29 - 10 am to 2 pm ~ need one person
Friday May 29 - 2 pm to 6 pm ~ need two people (high 
need)
Saturday May 30 - 9 am to 1 pm ~ need two to three 
people (high need)
Saturday May 30 - 1 pm - 3 pm ~ need three to four people 
(high need)
If the shift says ‘FULL’ or you have to change your shift, 
please email PAW.
Starting at 2 pm on Saturday May 30, help is needed to 
box up and (if possible) help deliver left-over books to the 
Ability Centre at 1610 - 29th Street North (DRIVERS!). 
The last part of the sale doesn’t take long, we are efficient!
Also, consider donating books or jigsaw puzzles. Bring 
them to the site of the sale May 24th to May 26th

Wed. May 27 - Fri. May 29 10 am 
- 6 pm

BOOK
PAW

SOCIETY

SALE
Sat. May 30 9 am

- 2 pm

Donations of books accepted at the Hut

No textbooks or encyclopedias. No donated books accepted after May 26.

403-328-6700      pawsociety.ca

May 25 - 26 10 am 
- 6 pmMay 24 1 pm - 

6 pm and

Fish and Game ‘Hut’
(9th Ave. & 10th St. South, s.w. corner of Kinsmen Park)

Volunteers Still Needed
for PAW’s Book Sale

https://volunteersignup.org/MY7RFVOLUNTEER!

Wed. May 27 - Fri. May 29 10 am 
- 6 pm

BOOK
PAW

SOCIETY

SALE
Sat. May 30 9 am

- 2 pm

Donations of books accepted at the Hut

No textbooks or encyclopedias. No donated books accepted after May 26.

403-328-6700      pawsociety.ca

May 25 - 26 10 am 
- 6 pmMay 24 1 pm - 

6 pm and

Fish and Game ‘Hut’
(9th Ave. & 10th St. South, s.w. corner of Kinsmen Park)
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Who was the next to be adopted?
Find out in June’s issue of PAWPrints.

Who’s New to
THE TEMPOS: RHAPSODY’S KITTENS
These five were born the night of April 9th/10th, in a PAW foster-home. Four boys 
and a girl, they are Presto (orange and white boy), Allegro (dilute orange and white 
boy), Andante (dilute orange boy), Vivace (dilute tortoiseshell girl) and Largo (orange 
tabby boy). They are growing, and they are learning! They, and their beautiful and 
devoted mum, Rhapsody, will be available for adoption in July.

Another Reminder About the PAW Casino
PAW’s participation in the Lethbridge Casino - June 

26th and 27th - is our most important fund-raiser; and 
the number of volunteers needed for it is correspondingly 
large. Volunteers need to fill out a specific form. The form 
may be obtained in two ways.
1) The form on the following page may be printed out.
2) The form may be downloaded and printed out from 
the AGLC website. Click on this link, or copy and paste it 
into your browser.

https://aglc.ca/forms/casino-volunteer-worker-application
Once downloaded, fill out only the section titled 

“Particulars of Volunteer”. Do not fill in “Key Positions”. 
While each volunteer may have a preference as to the 
position to fill, this cannot be completed on the form 
until all volunteers have sent in their applications. The 

Please FILL OUT the appropriate section and SIGN the form on the next page.

preferences of volunteers will be accommodated as much 
as possible.

Once the “Particulars of Volunteer” section is completed, 
the signed form must be provided to the PAW Executive 
Board. It may be scanned and emailed (to pawsociety@
shaw.ca), mailed (to P.O. Box 255, Lethbridge, Alberta, 
Canada, T1J 3Y5), or other arrangements may be made 
by inquiring by email or telephone (403-328-6700).

Tell us your choice of position when your application 
is submitted; also, let us know which day and shift you 
prefer to work. (There are two shifts each day: 1 - 8 p.m., 
and 8 p.m. - 4 a.m. The biggest need continues to be for 
the 8 p.m. - 4 a.m. shift, both days.)

Please complete and submit the form to PAW as soon as 
possible. Feel free to contact the Executive if you have any 
questions regarding this vital fund-raiser.





Editor’s Note: the staff of PAWPrints welcomes all comments regarding
this and past issues, and suggestions for the benefit of future issues.
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DUKE
      Chief Physician

Our chief physician and  the 

founder of Dr Duke’s Cat Clinic 

and was born July 25th, 2018
July 25th, 2018. 

He in feline medicine at the 

PAW University’s Medical 

School and graduated at the 

his class suma mew loudly.

Dr. Duke overcame many 

obstacles in his road to 

becoming one of the finest 

feline practitioners in the 

country, and was supported 

humaby Teresa and Donovan
Teresa and Donovan,    

and they adopted him on

October 20th, 2019
October 20th, 2019.

In addition to his many 

duties at the clinic, Dr Duke 

is a leading researcher into 

various veterinary questions, 

such as the efficacy of treats 

in the prevention of constant 

complaining; how cats can 

sleep so long even though 

that they don’t actually do 

anything, and whether  they 

are judging humans or simply  

ignoring them between meals.

Dr Duke believes in the 

healing powers of the purr.
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WE NEED YOUR CAT!
FOR THE PAW SOCIETY’S
2027 calendar2027 calendar

We need cats adopted from PAW to appear
in our new calendar, being made now!

It doesn’t matter if your felines
were adopted yesterday or years ago,
if you want to see them in a calendar,

let us know!
The cost is $65 (free calendar included),

with the pictures taken by
Tanya Plonka, professional photographer.Tanya Plonka, professional photographer.

Contact PAW by Facebook Messenger,
by telephone (403.328.6700)

or e-mail (pawsociety@shaw.ca)

2027 calendar

Editorial: Calendar (?)
For more than a decade, the PAW Society has 

produced a calendar for sale to the public. The only 
interruption in its annual production was during the 
Covid-19 pandemic; sales of the calendar depend to a 
great extent on fund-raising events and through local 
businesses, and both methods were curtailed by the 
situation.

This year, however, may see another cancellation of 
a calendar, due not to a rampant disease, but to lack 
of subjects. The cats included in each calendar are all 
adopted from the PAW Society; therefore, there is a 
limit to the number of cats available. Nonetheless, the 
number of adoptions even in a lean year produces 
anywhere from ten to twenty possible candidates.

Unfortunately, inquiries among adopters have not 
so far led to a sufficient number of cats to create a 
calendar.

It might be thought that there is plenty of time 
remaining to produce  calendar. In fact, the calendar 
must be available for sale at the latest by September 
1st, though we have had it sooner. This allows four 
months for sales; after all, few will buy a 2027 calendar 

once that year has commenced.
As well, it takes time to compose the calendar. The 

design work depends to a degree on the cats, what they 
are doing in their pictures, the size and orientation of 
the pictures, and so on. Thus, time is needed for the 
actual production work.

This does not include the time required by Tanya 
Plonka, the professional photographer who very 
kindly donates her talents to capturing images of the 
cats for the calendar. The opportunity and logistics 
of her volunteer work dictate that she be allowed to 
begin - and finish - it as swiftly as possible.

It may be seen, then, that there isn’t much time 
remaining to ensure a calendar be brought to the 
public.

If any reader who has adopted a cat from PAW would 
like to see his beloved feline immortlaized in the 2027 
calendar, please let us know as soon as possible. The 
fee is $65 (which includes a free calendar). Contact 
PAW by telephone, email, or through Facebook 
Messenger.

~  James Thorne.


